
Council 9th April 2019

GAMBLING ACT 2005 – COUNCIL’S STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY

Portfolio holder: Not applicable; non-Executive function. Chairman of Licensing 
Committee is Councillor Peter Tyson.

Lead Officer: Sarah Pemberton, Head of Governance and Commercial.

Report authors: Clinton Boyce, Solicitor; and
Jackie O’Reilly, Public Protection Manager.

Report summary: To advise Council of the current position on the adoption of a 
new statutory Statement of Licensing Policy to be made under 
section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005.

Recommendations:                 (a)     That the current position and proposed timetable for 
                                                              adoption of a statement of licensing policy to be made  
                                                              under section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 be noted; 
                                                              and
                                                    (b)     that the comments of the Monitoring Officer be 
                                                              considered by members and noted.

1.0       INTRODUCTION

1.1 Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2005 (‘the Act’) requires a licensing authority (this 
Council) to prepare, every three years, a statement of the principles that they 
propose to apply in exercising their functions under the Act during that three year 
period and, once prepared, to publish such statement. The last statement was 
approved by Council on the 3rd December 2015 and was for the period of three years 
from the 1st January 2016 and expiring on the 31st December 2018. The policy has 
therefore expired.

1.2 The Council needs to prepare and adopt a new statement under the Act as quickly as 
possible. A draft statement has been prepared by the Public Protection Manager and 
will be considered by the Licensing Committee immediately before Council. Once 
that draft has been approved it will then be subject to a period of consultation. In 
respect of consultation section 349 requires the police, one or more persons who 
appear to the authority to represent the interests of persons carrying on gambling 
businesses in the authority’s area, and, one or more persons who appear to the 
authority to represent the interests of persons who are likely to be affected by the 
exercise of the authority’s functions under the Act. This has previously extended to 
licence-holders, local safeguarding boards, Gamcare, public authorities and advice 
bureaus and will be extensive again this time.



1.3 The proposed timetable for moving this matter forward is as follows:

Approve draft statement Licensing Committee- 9th April 2019
Start consultation 11th April 2019
Consultation closes 24th May 2019 (6 weeks)
Review consultation replies by 31st May 2019
Approve final statement Licensing Committee – 13th June 2019
Approve final statement Full Council – 25th June 2019 (provisional 

date) 
Publicise statement 3rd July 2019
Revised statement in force 5th August 2019 (must be at least 4 

weeks from publication date).

1.4 For the purposes of this report, Council is asked to note the current position, 
progress being made and the proposed timescales.

2.0 STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS

2.1 Monitoring officer comments:  This report is presented to Council in accordance with 
section 5 of the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 which requires the 
Monitoring Officer to inform Council of any omission in complying with the law. In 
this case the Council has omitted to have in place a statement of gambling policy as 
required by the Gambling Act 2005. Members are asked to consider this report and 
note the new timescales for correcting the omission.  In making this report the 
Monitoring Officer is required to consult with the head of paid service and section 
151 officer whose comments are shown below. Legal comments are contained 
within the report. 

2.2 Head of Paid Service comments: The situation is noted and the timetable for the 
adoption of the policy will be adhered to.

2.3 Section 151 comments: There are no financial implications arising from the 
recommendations in this report or the Monitoring Officer’s comments.

2.4 Equality Act issues: None arise directly from this report.

2.5 Policy framework: Not applicable as this relates to a statutory function.

3.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Draft Statement of Licensing Policy; and
Gambling Commission Guidance to Licensing Authorities.


